
TOEFL Independent writing task Sample 4 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? 

 “It is more important for students to study art and literature than it is to study math and science.”  

Provide reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

Sample Answer:  

It has always been a matter of debate whether should learn art and literature more than math and science, 

but I have a slightly different opinion here. I believe that studying math and science is more important 

compared to literature and art. In the following paragraphs, the points behind my opinion are explained. 

First of all, subjects like science and math happen to be more valuable in the present day scenario, 

compared to art and literature. It is because these subjects offer a compact knowledge to understand 

technology. This is truly the technical era and from internet to mobiles and everything else is technology 

dependent. I think such advancement will hardly be possible without professionals from math and 

science. The recent smart recycling technology is also possible because of science. The contribution of 

science and math are beyond mention, in terms of pollution control as well. If students of recent times 

became much prone to literature and art compared to math and science, there is a possibility that we will 

live far behind in terms of using better technologies. So studying science and math is always appreciated. 

Secondly, math and science are 2 subjects that offer the learners more practical knowledge. From staying 

healthy to daily calculation, we are applying either our knowledge of science or we are applying the 

mathematical skills. So, definitely, these are more important subjects for our benefits. From medical 

facilities to the technologies we used in our daily lives, from the space to the marine life – math and 

science are way too dominating and that’s why I believe that studying math and science is more fruitful 

compared to arts and literature.  

To conclude, I believe that science and math are more beneficial to us or on a broader scale, it is not 

wrong to say these two subjects are mostly used for welfare. Curing the sick to giving life to a dying 

person, from landing on the moon to Mars, from inventing new gadgets to provide full technical support, 

I find math and science more helpful than art and literature. I think students must come forward to study 

math and science further to step ahead of others.  


